Figure 1
The Boshin War (adapted from Rekishi no shiryô (Tokyo, 1991, p. 86) Despite the shogun's capitulation, Aizu's leader, Katamori, continued to resist the 'new order'; for his efforts, the Meiji government declared him to be an enemy of the state and ordered his execution. Katamori's response was to join the Ô uetsu Reppan Dômei
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, an 'antiimperial' 8 alliance made up of 31 domains located in the Tôhoku region which eventually was able to field approximately 80 000 troops. 9 With Sendai domain's lord, Date Yoshikuni, serving as the league's military commander, Matsudaira Katamori succeeded to the position of second-in-command.
Even before the opposing sides had clearly defined themselves, foreign nations were seeking to profit from Japan's internal crisis; indeed, some like the United States sold obsolete and/or surplus weapons (including ships) to both sides. Rather than relying on, and 7 Ô uetsu is an acronym formed by the Chinese characters for Dewa, Mutsu and Echigo, the home provinces of the 'anti-imperial' league. As part of the attempt to dissuade Imperial Prince Arisugawa no Miya Taruhito from leading the imperial army against Aizu, the lord of Sendai had organized a coalition of 14 domains that petitioned the new government not to attack either Aizu or Shonai domain (in modern Yamagata Prefecture). Following the Meiji government's first rejection of the request, Sendai warriors assassinated a Meiji representative; 11 more domains joined the Ô uetsu and the petition for leniency was resubmitted to the imperial government. The government's second rejection of this plea resulted in the addition of 6 more domains to the 'rebel' league and a formal alliance with Aizu against the so-called imperial forces. 8 This actually is a misnomer; in reality, both sides had an imperial scion as their figurehead leader. The young Meiji emperor legitimated the western faction, while the eastern faction claimed validation through its ceremonial head, Imperial PrinceAbbot Rinnôji, and his 'second-in-command', Kujô Michitaka, a one-time regent (kampaku) for the emperor. 9 Aizu shidankai hen, Aizu sensô no subete (Tokyo, 1980) , p. 251.
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hence becoming vulnerable to, any one particular nation, however, each side also had its own 'independent' arms source: Britain's Thomas B. Glover in the case of the imperial faction, and the Dutch Schnell brothers, Eduard and 'Henry ', 10 in that of the 'rebels'.
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At the very least, domains sought to provide their troops with .58-calibre Minié 12 rifles, which were in essence improved muzzle-loaders. Miniés, however, were faster to reload as they used a paper cartridge system (powder and projectile being combined) and skirted bullets smaller than the barrel's diameter (hence the process of ramming down was simplified). These firearms also tended to shoot more accurately than muskets thanks to being rifled, as well as having greater range and penetration. 13 Because each domain provided its own soldiers with whatever arms it had available, there was a marked disparity in units' firepower. A comparison of guns used by four pro-Imperial domains -Matsudai, Ô mura, Satsuma and Nabeshima -reveals that some troops were armed with American-made Spencer 14 rifles (900-m range; 2000 for Nabeshima, 250 for Satsuma), while others possessed English Imperial rifles (1300-m range; 1300 for Nabeshima, 16 015 for Satsuma, 192 for Ô mura). Matsudai's force was fortunate in that it had access to 881 English Sniders 15 (1400-m range) and innumerable Remingtons, yet Ô mura troops had to make do with 192 Sniders while Nabeshima units relied on a total of 300 Remingtons. Satsuma troops alone possessed some of France's state-of-the-art Chassepot (shasupô: 1200-m range). Meissner contends that the Schnells were German rather than Dutch. 11 The Schnells' extensive gun-running so angered the Meiji government that one contemporary foreign observer noted, 'it would have gone hard with these gentlemen had they been captured.' J.R. Black, Young Japan: Yokohama and Yedo 1858-79, ii (New York, 1883), p. 231. 12 In 1848/9, Capt. Claude Etienne Minié designed a 3-skirted cylindro-conical projectile with a conical cavity (which might or might not contain an iron cup). The skirting expanded upon firing, trapping the gas and so propelling itself forward. On the downside, Minié bullets had various problems; they were more complex to make and required more powder to 'launch', and the iron cup had a nasty tendency to separate from the body of the projectile as it left the barrel -something which increased 'friendly-fire' casualties. 13 By the time the imperial army invaded Aizu, it consisted of men drawn from 34 domains, primarily from those in western Japan. This force, numbering 74 539, consisted of approximately 67 969 general troops, plus five artillery units (120 men each: 600 total), two groups with 500 men each (1000), eight groups with 100 men each (800) and 139 units of 30 men each (4170). The arsenal available to these troops included 100 cannon of various types (e.g. Armstrongs, 21 'fourpounders', 'six-pounders', 'boat-guns', 12-cm portable 'boat-guns', 20-cm. mortars). The enemy was neither so well armed, nor so numerous.
While possessing a small number of similar weapons, members of the Ô uetsu Reppan Dômei were forced to rely heavily upon older technology. Even Aizu, arguably the most advanced of the 'rebel' domains, lacked much of the up-to-date weaponry possessed by the invaders. This was despite the best efforts of the previously mentioned Schnells, who were operating out of Echigo Province's Niigata, then Japan's largest port and the eastern forces' primary access to foreign resources. In fact, Niigata and the eclectic assortment of weaponry being delivered there were so important that Aizu ultimately committed over 300 troops to the harbour's defence. 22 pointing out the Chassepot/shasupô correlation.) 17 Prices given in Mexican dollars, the international base of exchange of the period.
Totman 400 elderly warriors (members of the Black Warrior Group) detailed to northern Aizu; 900 from the Blue Dragon Group assigned to the eastern part of the domain; 1200 in the Red Sparrow Group directed to guard south Aizu; and 300 teenage members of the White Tiger Group ordered to protect the western section of the domain. 25 Of the numerous quasi-independent informal bands, the one most prominent was the so-called 'Women's Army', the Jôshigun.
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For women of Aizu's military caste to take part in hand-to-hand combat was not an aberration. Under the Tokugawa regime, technically all women of the warrior class were required to receive instruction in at least the basic martial skills required to protect their wards, to prevent their families from being dishonoured, etc. Just how much of such training they received, however, depended greatly upon individual families' (or domains') politico-economic circumstances. One [male] spokesman for officially unemployed, poverty-stricken samurai (kobushin) noted that young girls initially should be taught sewing, (samurai) hairstyling and self-sufficiency so that by adolescence they could '. . . do things for [ of three Tokugawa families eligible to provide shogun), women's halberd (naginata) training was superficial, being seen as 'spiritual discipline' than 'practical'. 28 This is ironic, given that Mito's isolation from actual power -and relative poverty -resulted in its retainers taking up arms against the shogunate in the mid-1800s.
Aizu's women-warriors, on the other hand, received in-depth combat drilling, particularly in the use of the halberd. Educated to be equally skilled in the 'ways of the pen and sword', they also were indoctrinated with the belief that their duty was first to protect their domain and lord, and then their families.
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This training was tested almost immediately after imperial forces invaded Aizu in late autumn. They demolished the town of Tonoguchi, and then moved on to Takizawa and Aizu-Wakamatsu, urban centres by then inhabited primarily by samurai females and males too young or old for combat.
By the second week of the invasion, most warrior family members had fled to Aizu-Wakamatsu and moved into Beidai, the elite residential area behind the city's walls. This district came under attack on 1868.8.23 (8 October); although the invaders were driven out of the city, it was a costly victory for the Aizu contingent: 460 of its (male) warriors 30 were killed. Along with the residential area being torn apart by rifle-fire, it also was set aflame by the imperial forces' use of incendiary cannonballs. By midday of the 18th, things had become so desperate for the defenders that the official watch bell was sounded, indicating to all that they should move into the well-fortified Crane Castle. The reactions of Aizu's samurai women to the invasion were as varied as those of their male counterparts, for direct combat is not the same as sparring, and not all are 'natural-born killers'. Women warriors responded by adopting one or more of the following options: suicide, evacuation to the countryside, withdrawal into Crane Castle and/or direct combat.
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Many middle-aged, lower-ranking warrior women whose male providers had died in previous battles committed suicide rather than enter the castle or take refuge with peasant families. While some may have chosen to commit suicide because of the limited rations within the fortress, or because of emotional reasons, most did so out of perceived 28 30 Ikeuchi, Aizu shi 9, p. 39. 31 Expanded from those mentioned in Yoshikawa Tadashi, 'Aizu fujoshi no junsetsu', in
Aizu sensô no subete, p. 78. mid-ranking military family members and their retainers committed mass suicide just as the imperial army was breaching Aizu-Wakamatsu's outer city walls. 34 These individuals were not the domain's most wealthy; they were, however, among the more endangered, for they constituted the families of Aizu military officers.
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The classic example of Aizu group suicides remains the selfdestruction of the household of the aforementioned General Saigô 35 and Tanomo's five daughters (Taeko, 16, Takiko, 13, Tatsuko, 9, Towako, 4 and Sueko, 2) committed suicide or were killed by other relatives. Also among the dead were branch-family members like Saigô Tetsunosuke Chikatora (67) and his wife, Kikuko (59); Komori Hideko (Tanomo's 77 year-old grandmother and wife of Komori Kazutsuratada); Hideko's daughter-in-law Miwako (24), Miwako's son Chiyoyoshi (5), and her daughters Tsuneko (10) and Mitsuko (2). Retainers who committed suicide with Saigô's family included Machiya Nobuhatsu (61), his wife, Fusako (59), his older sister Horoko (65), his second daughter, Tatsuko (24), and her son Hiko (2), attendants Akutagawa Jûzô and his wife (51), his daughter-in-law and older sister, and one Mori Kizaemon.
Not all chose to die so passively. For example, commander Inoue Okazumi's married daughter Yukiko chose to fight as a member of the Jôshigun, 36 while Kawahara Asako, the wife of the magistrate Zenzaemon, cropped her hair, grabbed her halberd and set out to seek death in battle after executing members of her family. (It was noted by an observer that Asako's previously spotless white clothing had been drenched with fresh blood from her decapitation of her mother-in-law and daughter during the day's mass suicide frenzy).
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Group suicides were not limited to those who remained in the city. Of those women who had taken refuge in the countryside (option two) because they were caring for the elderly, sick or children, a small number killed themselves and their dependants despite being in relatively safe locations.
It must be emphasized that Aizu's warrior women committed suicide not because of some blind adherence to an ideological concept like 'loyalty' (chûsetsu). Aizu's inhabitants deliberately chose death for 35 On 1868.8.22 and 8.23 (7-8 Oct.), Mt Iimori (360 m) was the site of a group suicide by an isolated Byakkotai group. Having fled to Mt Iimori to escape the invading imperial forces, 19 of the 20 youths committed suicide upon seeing AizuWakamatsu's city area (20 km from the mountain) set aflame; to them, it appeared that the castle itself had fallen to enemy troops. Iinuma Sadakichi (1843-1931) also had attempted to take his own life, but was found by Inasui Hatsuko, who carried him on her back for 12 km, so that he might be treated by a doctor, Miki Jûan, in Shiogawa-mura. Miki's use of the Western pharmaceutical sulfa powder prevented serious infection. Ikeuchi, Aizu shi 9, pp. 177-9; Aizu shidankai hen, Aizu sensô no subete, p. 260. 36 The term jôshigun is a post-Boshin appellation; both the appellation and the unusual kanji used to write it were selected in accordance with a historic Chinese precedent. themselves and their kin to prevent capture by 'foreigners', 38 that is, the primarily western Japan-derived army of the new imperial government. The Meiji regime's proclamation of a scorched-earth policy in regards to the 'eastern rebels', combined with rumours of an imperial army plan to slaughter all Aizu males and sell Aizu women to 'Occidentals', made death an appealing alternative to capture. Indeed, it was a given that, to paraphrase Mao, war is not a tea ceremony; Aizu samurai women harboured no expectations of leniency should they be captured. 39 The vast majority of these women, even those with dependants, chose the third option, i.e. to barricade themselves within Crane Castle itself and resist the invaders. While children, young adolescents and the elderly provided support services for those men and women defending the fortress's walls, adult women in general were responsible for making ammunition, 40 fighting the fires ignited by the attacking army's incendiary cannonballs, cooking for the multitude and caring for the wounded.
II. Jôshigun: External Female Combatants
The last option open to samurai women -direct combat -was particularly suited to those without dependants and/or skilled in military arts, especially those trained in the use of swords, halberds or rifles. One group of such women fought in the front lines, neither asking for nor receiving quarter; it was they who formed the Jôshigun. More accurately described as a platoon, this ad hoc volunteer force was solely organized by, and consisted of, women from middle-ranked warrior families. Although 20 to 30 women are believed to have made up the unit, the names of only 10 are known: 41 commander Nakano Heinai's wife Kôko (40 or 44 years old) and her daughters Takeko (22) and 38 The presence of 'domainial ethnicity' has been used to describe the existence of the 'us/them' polarity. C. Totman, 'Ethnicity in the Meiji Restoration: An Interpretative Essay', Monumenta Nipponica 37 (1982), pp. 269-87. 39 The names listed above represent only a small sample of those who died. Among many notable suicides was Commander Inoue Okazumi (age 54), who assisted in the suicide of his wife, Tomeko (52), and eldest daughter, Chikako (21), and then killed himself. 40 The basic procedure was to take small pieces of paper, roll them around a thin bamboo pipe to form a paper tube, crimp one end, insert a bullet and firmly pack in gunpowder. After the cartridges were closed by twisting the open end, they were delivered to the sharpshooters by 10-13-year-old children. The Jôshigun was formed on 8.23/8 October, the day that the invaders swarmed into Aizu's capital and the mass suicides occurred. When the castle's warning bell sounded, Nakano Kôko and her daughters Takeko and Masako abandoned their residence in the Beidai ward of Aizu-Wakamatsu, and took up swords to participate in a sortie outside the castle's walls as part of a mixed-gender force. Unfortunately, while the group was out fighting, the castle's defenders barred the entry-gate; thus, when it attempted to return to the safety of the fortress, the band was unable to enter. It was at this point that the Nakano were joined by Yoda Masako, her younger sister Kikuko, and Okamura Sumako. According to Kikuko, all had previously -and independently -cropped their waist-length hair to shoulder length and tied it back in a young male's hairstyle, complete with ponytail and sidelocks. Wearing white silk headbands, modified women's upper garments with the sleeves tied back by white silk strips, young-male-style loose trousers (hakama) and straw sandals, the women armed themselves with halberds, as well as both long and short swords. 47 Since the younger members of the Jôshigun lacked the blackened teeth of married women, they especially looked like adolescent males. Although her mother, Kôko, was the official head of the band, it was Nakano Takeko who was its driving force. Born in 1847, 48 she was the eldest of Kôko's and then-Wardroom Official Nakano Heinai's 49 three children. 50 She subsequently was adopted by Lord Katamori's personal retainer Akaoka Dainosuke, a master of both martial arts and calligraphy. Prior to being posted to Edo as the official 'watchdog' (ometsuke) for Aizu, Akaoka had served as halberd instructor to the 'Lady of the Domain', Katamori's adopted younger sister Teruhime (1833-84).
51 It was Akaoka who taught Takeko her initial combat skills and helped her sharpen them after she entered his training school in Aizu, where some 20 other girls were also studying halberd combat techniques.
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Takeko and the other Jôshigun women cautiously made their way to Kawahara, a previously designated gathering place for Aizu forces just beyond the city's western outer gate. It was there that they heard that Lady Teruhime had been evacuated to Bange, a post-station just to the north-west; the squad immediately decided to go to her aid.
Although Bange was 11.8 km from Crane Castle, the women managed to reach the post-station after three hours of struggling through heavy rain and sleet. Along the way, the group was joined by Jimbô Yukiko and Hirata Kochô, Takeko's foster-sister. 53 When the squad reached Bange, it rested at the temple of Hôkaiji, where according to one account its members were fed by locals who remembered Takeko as a teacher at the local school after her return from Edo. (Judging from the memoirs of one Jôshigun member, however, not all of the group's provisions were attained so amiably; according to Yoda Kikuko, even though she had brought with her some 100-200 yen for pro- 48 Yamada Seiji, 'Nakano Takeko to jôshigun', in Miyazaki 52 Yamauchi Tsuyoshi, 'Nakano Takeko to jôshigun', in Aizu sensô no subete, p. 79. While still within the city, Nakano originally had sought these others to form a squadron for the protection of Teruhime; although she failed to locate any of them at that time, it is suspected that some of these trainees were later incorporated into the Jôshigun. 53 Kochô, like Takeko, had been adopted by Akaoka Dainosuke.
visions, she and other members of the squad 'snatch[ed] lumps of sugar [and presumably more substantial food] like naughty boys from peasants'.
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Late that same night, Takeko led a delegation to seek permission from the commander of the Machiya Cannon Brigade, also in Bange, to join his forces. He refused outright, arguing that if the enemy saw Aizu women participating in combat, they would take it as a sign of the domain's weakness and desperation. Nonplussed, Takeko repeated her request, ultimately threatening to commit suicide if her squad was not permitted to link up with his regular force. The commander urged the women to wait until the arrival of some former shogunate soldiers and then to return with them to the castle. Since it had become clear that Lady Teruhime was not at Bange, but was in fact still in Crane Castle, Takeko tentatively consented on behalf of the group.
The next morning (9 October), the squad was taken to Takaku poststation (part of present-day Aizu-Wakamatsu City), where it received an audience with field commander Kayano Gonbei. Although impressed by the earnestness of their pleas to be allowed to fight, Kayano also felt that the women should go back to the castle and placed them in the care of newly arrived commander Furuya Sakuzaemon and his troop. Once away from Kayano, however, Furuya designated the Jôshigun as a separate squad with Takeko as its leader. That having been decided, the women remained in Takaku overnight, staying in the home of Jôshigun member Hirata Kochô's natal family. Late that night, Kikuko was awakened by, and participated in, an intense conversation between Takeko and her mother, Kôko, over what to do about Takeko's 16-year-old sister, Masako. Given her youth, it was thought that she should be placed in hiding with a local family. Masako, who also was awakened by the conversation, strongly disagreed with such a plan. The four women discussed how to prevent being taken alive as well as how to protect Masako. In the end, fear of what the enemy would do should they discover Masako in hiding led to the decision to keep her with the squad. 55 The Aizu forces awoke the next morning (10 October) to find that their position suddenly had become precarious. An imperial force consisting of Tosa, Ô gaki and Chôshû warriors armed with up-to-date rifles had moved into position at Echigô road's Yanagi bridge, 56 located some 5000 m south of Takaku, directly between Aizu's troops and Crane Castle. The Aizu contingent split into three divisions; the first, with Furuya's group as its nucleus and supplemented by the Jôshigun and a volunteer force of peasants, moved south along Echigô road and 54 directly attacked the imperial army at Yanagi bridge The second division, commanded by Ô ba Kyôhei, formed the force's right wing, which was to detour to the east and attack the left wing of the imperial force. The third division, commanded by Kayano, formed Aizu's left wing and attacked from the Yonezawa Road. Because of the imperial army's greater size, the plan of attack was to strike suddenly and break through, rather than engage in an extended battle. The Jôshigun women had no illusions about what to expect. Committed to the battle and determined not to be taken alive, they charged directly into the line of fire despite being armed only with halberds and swords. As the conflict degenerated into hand-tohand combat, the imperial troops realized that they were facing female warriors and a howl to take the women alive was raised. Many of these overconfident invaders died at the hands of Jôshigun members. Indeed, Takeko '. . .with her tied-back hair, trousers, and steely eyes, radiated an intense male spirit and engaged the enemy troops, killing five or six with her halberd'. 57 She was prevented from killing more when she was shot through the chest (and/or head) at the peak of battle. Her sister Masako attempted to sever Takeko's head from her body in order to prevent the head from being taken as a trophy; however, due either to Takeko's matted hair or to Masako's own exhaustion, she was unable to complete the task and required assistance from Aizu soldier Ueno Yoshisaburô. 58 The head then was wrapped in a scarf and, after the battle, taken back to Bange's Hôkaiji temple for cremation. 59 The 'battle of Yanagi bridge' raged throughout most of that morning. 60 During 20-30 minutes of especially intense combat, Hirata Kochô had been surrounded by enemy soldiers and had to be rescued by Jimbô Yukiko. Both supposedly later died in battle. 61 However, an oral history concerning Jimbô Yukiko's death was passed down through the family of Yoshimatsu Hayanosuke, company commander of the Tosa troops at the Yanagi bridge battle. According to this account, after the fight, Yoshimatsu had visited Chômyôji, the encampment of Ô gaki domain's forces; there he discovered a defiant Yukiko being interrogated. Her stubborn refusal to provide information resulted in her being condemned to death; Yoshimatsu, however, was so moved by her spirit that he lent her his own short sword, thus enabling her to commit suicide. 62 Similarly, the details of Hirata Kochô's involvement in the battle were remembered as part of her great nephew Nakamura Hideo's family history. Born in Aizu domain's secondary Edo residence in 1847, Kochô was the second of Hirata Monjûrô's three daughters (Tomiko being the eldest and Yoshiko the youngest). Like Takeko, Kochô had been adopted by halberd-master Akaoka Dainosuke and thus became Takeko's younger foster-sister (hence their shared Akaoka-given nicknames, 'Kochiku" and 'Kochô", respectively). After Takeko's death, Kochô became deputy commander of the Jôshigun, eventually returning to Crane Castle with other Jôshigun members and participating in the castle's defence.
Outnumbered and outgunned, Aizu forces suffered high casualties at Yanagi bridge. In the end, while the second Aizu division reached the castle and safety, Aizu divisions 1 (with the Jôshigun) and 3 were forced to retreat back to Takaku. There, they regrouped and withdrew to Bange. It was during this period that Takeko's head received death rites at Hôkaiji, with her halberd being donated to the temple.
On 13 October, Jôshigun survivors were ordered by Kayano to return to the castle; he provided them with an escort of Aizu warriors (six, all armed with rifles, according to Kikuko) 63 and the tiny band made a dash for Crane Castle. Gaining access to the fortress following the exchange of the passwords 'mountain' and 'valley', 64 the women found that within the castle living conditions were rapidly deteriorating. (Still, when told that they would be accorded an audience with Katamori, the group managed to purchase five carp as a gift for him.
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) Taken to the castle's keep, the Jôshigun met first with Lord Katamori and his heir, Nobunori, both of whom listened to the women's report of the battle. It was only then that Jôshigun members received an audience with Lady Teruhime, who had been in the main castle compound the entire time.
III. Jôhei: Internal Female Combatants
While Jôshigun members never fought again as a unit after returning to the castle, they did join other female combatants (jôhei) in the defense of the fortress. The formal siege of Aizu-Wakamatsu's castle had begun on 8 October, the day of mass suicides. For the next 30 days, the castle's continued resistance rested with the women within the fortress. Although she took tonsure (possibly as a safety measure should the castle fall) and adopted the religious name of Shôkei'in, Lady Teruhime continued to direct the activities of some 600 women and children as well as the care of more than 500 wounded soldiers from her headquarters in the castle's keep. She also used all means at her personal disposal, including supernatural aids, to prolong the castle's resistance. Teruhime arranged for two Nichiren priests to work for the defeat of the invading army by a continual recitation of the Lotus Sutra; she also enabled them to perform esoteric rites of protection by providing them with a mandala painted by Nichiren himself. 66 By 9 October, the many who had chosen to survive rather than join in the suicides of the previous day had either gathered in the castle or sought refuge with peasants. On the 10th, while the Jôshigun was fighting in the battle of Yanagi bridge, the imperial army increased pressure on the castle by bombarding it using Armstrong cannon placed on Mt Odagawa (371 m high, 1500 m south-east of the castle). Unable to silence the cannon, some of the Aizu women attempted to limit damage 'whenever a cannonball landed, [by running] to the spot and [covering] it with wet mats and rice sacks before it could explode'. 67 Treatment of the many castle defenders who were wounded during this assault taxed the resources of those providing medical care. Things inside the castle were made more desperate by the arrival that same day of over 1000 warriors, many of whom also were gravely wounded. The injured were so numerous that only the most seriously wounded could be housed in the three buildings (Nisshinkan, the domain's elite academy, Daishoin and Koshoin) that served as the castle's medical facilities. Located within the Nisshinkan was the Nôsôbyôin, the actual medical clinic. This had been established as Aizu's first Western-style medical care institution, probably during the 1850s. 68 During the siege, the castle's female 'medics' tried to follow European medical protocol, particularly in regards to the use of sterile techniques to prevent infections, but their supplies of alcohol (specifically, shôchû, an inferior-grade, high-alcohol content liquor) and bandages were soon exhausted. When gauze and cotton cloth ran out, sash and kimono material was used as bandages; as the brocaded silk became soaked with blood and pus, it provided an excellent medium for breeding germs. Cases of blood poisoning and gangrene increased rapidly.
Treatment also was hampered by the fact that, unlike the imperial army, Aizu's defenders lacked chloroform, thus limiting the potential for surgical treatment.
In accordance with Western beliefs about nutrition, the wounded and sick initially were fed beef, chicken, fish, vegetables and cows' milk to help them recover. Such foodstuffs were in short supply, and the need to provide food for the wounded resulted in women making risky forays outside the castle. In one instance, when guerrilla-band leader Sagawa Hirobee's 60-year-old mother left the fortress to 'buy' vegetables for the wounded, an enemy soldier tried to rob her. She stabbed him to death with her dagger and returned to the castle, presumably with vegetables, although that is not recorded. 69 Even the fort's supply of basic staples was totally insufficient; at the onset of the siege, food stores had consisted of 11.9-14 bushels of polished rice (from Teruhime's own supplies: reserved for the wounded), 479-995 bushels of unpolished rice (for unwounded male and female combatants), minimal salt and bean paste, old beetle-infested powdered glutinous rice (used to make the gruel eaten by unwounded non-combatants) and dried pond snails. The degree of deprivation suffered by the defenders may be judged from the fact that mothers were unable to nurse their infants, many of whom died as a result.
Shortages of medical supplies and food were not the only problems confronting the castle's defenders. There also were sanitation problems posed by dead bodies piling up everywhere; this crisis was solved by making the best of a desperate situation. As the water supply within the castle dried up, the dead were dumped into the empty wells. When these were filled to capacity, the elderly risked their own lives perfunctorily to bury the dead in an open area of the castle's Second Compound. 70 A more immediate threat was posed by the fact that, by 11 October, ammunition had become so scarce that old women were detailed to collect enemy bullets for reuse 71 by the fortress's sharpshooters, a mixed-gender group which included Jôshigun survivors and women like the indomitable Yamamoto Yaeko.
Yamamoto (Niijima) Yaeko (1845-1932), 23 years old at the time of the siege, was the third daughter of gunnery instructor Yamamoto Gonpachi (killed while defending the castle). 72 Her older brother Kakuma, who had trained using Dutch firearms in 1857, had taught her Western gunnery skills; Yaeko was competent in the use of both old-style muskets (gebêru) 73 and the most up-to-date repeating rifle, the Spencer. Indeed, on 8 October, having had her hair cropped by another female combatant, Takagi Tokio, Yaeko began participating in night sorties armed with two swords and her own Spencer, wearing men's clothing and occasionally women's armour. When she returned that first night, she encountered Kawahara Asako, the previously mentioned magistrate's wife. Having sought death in combat outside the castle, a frenzied Asako had been swept back behind the fort's walls by a wave of retreating Aizu warriors. Leaving her to her own devices, Yaeko, Ebara Toshiko, the aforementioned Takagi Tokio and Tokio's younger sister formed a bodyguard for Teruhime and Katamori's two secondary wives, Saku and Kiyo. 74 After the bombardment began, Yaeko instructed women in the manufacture of ammunition. She also assumed command of the (male) soldiers manning the old-fashioned 'four-pounder' cannon guarding the entrance of the fortress's Third Compound -the only cannon directed against the deadly Armstrong on Mt Odagawa. She and her crew remained at that station even during the height of the bombardment on 28 October, when at least 1208 cannonballs were fired into the fortress. 75 In the end, the castle's defenders were forced to surrender after a month-long siege, though not due to any lack on their part. On 18 October the Ô uetsu Reppan Dôme's figurehead leader, Prince-Abbot Rinnôji, had submitted a letter of apology to the new Meiji government, accepting a demotion to commoner status in exchange for a pardon.
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On 25 October, Yonezawa domain surrendered to imperial forces, though those Yonezawa troops who managed to reach Crane Castle fought on to the end. The next day, the invading army breached Aizumarried him. Yaeko was a force to be reckoned with in more ways than one; it was said that since the age of 13, she had been able to lift 60 kilos to her shoulders four times without stopping. 73 Gebêru, from the Dutch word for 'rifle', were made in Holland; they were first imported into Japan in 1832 at Nagasaki. 79 25 000 rounds of ammunition, 1300 lances and 81 halberds. 80 The negotiated articles of surrender stated, among other things, that men older than 60 and boys younger than 14 were not to be harmed; that women were to be allowed to live in their homes without harassment; and that Katamori and his heir, Nobunori, each were limited to 25 male attendants and 12 female attendants, but were permitted to keep all of those women's children with them. 81 Both were taken to Tokyo and placed under house arrest: Katamori with the Ikeda of Inaba domain, Nobunori with the Arima of Kurume domain. Teruhime survived the castle's fall as well and was permitted to return to her natal family in Tokyo. Five of Aizu's major commanders were taken to Tokyo to be beheaded; one of them, the same Kayano Gonbei who had refused to allow the Jôshi-gun into battle, committed suicide before reaching the capital. The fortress's male warriors were transferred to nearby Inawashiro, and the wounded (with family members) were sent to hospitals in Aogimura and Miyamamura. The majority of Crane Castle's survivors were forced to seek temporary shelter in nearby Shiokawa village, since over twothirds of Aizu-Wakamatsu lay in ruins.
The Meiji government initially prohibited the burial and/or cremation of Aizu's warrior dead; the bodies were to be left to the wild animals. Health concerns led to a cancellation of this prohibition. Instead, the dead were ordered to be buried in the old execution grounds at Yanagi bridge, as befitted those deemed traitors. 82 Battles during the Boshin War, from that of Toba-Fushimi to Crane Castle's surrender, took the lives of 2973 members of Aizu's warrior class; 2558 of these were soldiers, 233 were women, 130 were men over the age of 60 and the rest were children. 83 Although eventually Katamori's new infant son was allowed to resume the Aizu-Matsudaira family name and Katamori himself was made a viscount, 84 the Aizu-Matsudaira family and its vassals remained in disgrace. In late 1869 the infant domain leader Kataharu and 1700 Aizu warrior families were forcibly relocated to Tanami, a tiny domain at the northernmost tip of Honshû utterly inadequate to support them. 85 There is little information about the fate of most of Aizu's female combatants. At least four of the Jôshigun survived the collapse of Aizu, although one of them (Yoda Kikuko) had been wounded. 86 Hirata Kochô married Toda Emon, a former Aizu samurai who became a Yamagata prefectural police officer. During her final years she lived in Tokyo's Asakusa district, dying there in 1885 at the age of 38. 87 Nakano Masako married Gamô Seiichirô (the fourth son of Yamaura Tetsushirô 88 ), survived the forced relocation to Tanami domain and eventually settled in Hakodate on Hôkkaidô. Yoda Kikuko married Mizushima Atsushi, the eldest son of a former low-ranking Aizu retainer, also survived the relocation and resettled in Hakodate. Her older sister Makiko accompanied her, eventually becoming a Hôkkaidô Girls' School teacher and 'house mother'. 89 As for artillery-commander Yamamoto Yaeko, she remained a forceful personality throughout her life. She divorced her husband shortly after Crane Castle's surrender and moved to Kyoto to care for her brother Kakuma, who later became council chairman for metropolitan Kyoto. In 1876 she married Niijima Jô, and along with him and Kakuma went on to found Kyoto's Dôshisha University. 90 Perhaps the most extreme example of Aizu female warrior survival, however, is that of Yamakawa Sakuko (Sutematsu, 1860-1919). The youngest daughter of Aizu commander Yamakawa Ô kura 91 and his formal wife, Toseko, at the age of 9, she had seen her mother die from gunshot wounds received while protecting Teruhime during the final assault on the fortress. Having survived both Crane Castle's capture and the domain's forced relocation, 12-year-old Sakuko found herself chosen in 1872 by Meiji officials to be sent to America. One of five government-sponsored female students, she was to acquire the knowledge that would enable her to serve as a model of the new 'Meiji woman'. She was placed with Dr Ronald Bacon's family in New Haven, Connecticut, while attending school. After graduating from Vassar College in 1882, Sakuko then spent two more months studying nursing at New Haven Hospital, becoming the first Japanese person to be certified in nursing. 92 The following year she returned to Japan, where the Meiji Japan's total reunification was articulated by her arranged marriage to widower Oyama Iwao (1842-1916), one-time commander of Satsuma's Second Cannon Squad on Mt Odagawa, that is the man who had directed the final bombardment of Crane Castle. 93 It is worth noting that even then Sakuko kept true to her Aizu heritage, for she remained just the independent type of female that the Meiji state became committed to remaking into a 'good wife and wise mother'.
IV. Conclusion
In 1868, forces ostensibly dedicated to a return to direct imperial rule brought an end to the Tokugawa shogunate. This change in government has been described as everything from a 'restoration' to a revolution, one that occurred because the shogunate had politically alienated those on whom it relied most, the members of the warrior 90 Miyazaki, 'Tôgun jimbutsu jiten', in Aizu sensô no subete, p. 213. Dôshisha, besides being a Christian educational institution, was one of the first universities in Japan to offer women training for a career in nursing. 91 class. The limitations of such a paradigm become clear when it is recognized that the new Meiji state was forced to deal with numerous military challenges to its authority for as much as a decade after its establishment.
As demonstrated throughout the Boshin civil war, many of the old warrior class participated in these insurrections. By their actions, the Jôshigun and other of Aizu's 'female combatants' demonstrate the degree to which substantial numbers of the mid-ranked members of Japan's military class had been committed to the established order, i.e. the Tokugawa shogunate. These individuals, and their male counterparts, were not dissatisfied with the status quo and indeed had every reason to fight to maintain it. Moreover, there is no indication that they perceived themselves to be 'anti-imperial', although they were decidedly 'anti-western domain'. At a time when Japan faced the threat of Western imperialism, warriors of both genders fought to preserve a system which had protected 'their' country for more than one thousand years.
After armed opposition had been suppressed, the Meiji state sought to consolidate its powering by co-opting the support of those it had so recently defeated. It did this by integrating the former champions of resistance, female as well as male, into the 'new' social elite.
